CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

identify with the Holy Ghost and he applied
to himself the allusions to one who should
come after Moses and Jesus. Thus in the
Qoran 61. 6 we read, <c Jesus, the Son of
Mary, said : Children of Israel, I am God's
apostle to you. I confirm in your hands
the Thora (the law) and I announce the
coming of another apostle after me whose
name is Ahmed." Ahmed is the equiva-
lent of Muhammed. The verse has been
variously interpreted and even rejected
as an interpolation : but its authenticity
is attested by its perfect correspond-
ence with what we know of Muhamrned's
pretensions.

To trace in detail the development of his
attitude towards Christianity is a more
difficult task than to discover the growth
of his views upon Judaism; probably he
pursued a similar course in either case. At
first he assumed the identity of the two
religions with one another and with his own
doctrine; afterwards he regarded them as
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